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which are unconstitutional, revolutionary, and can have
no sanction or approval from me. This being my position
on the laws, I was willing the opinion and theory of the
Attorney-General should go out as his, exposition, but I
did not wish the President to give his sanction to the law,
or be committed to it.

Randall said he did not see why that might not be done;
that it might be said, whereas the generals were embar-
rassed in executing these; laws, and had asked for instruc-
tions, the President had referred the subject to the At-
torney-General and taken advice of the Cabinet, and had
come to the following conclusion.

Stanton and Stanbery each wrote a preamble. I objected
to the word "conclusion" in Stanton's, which, after
emendation, I thought preferable to Stanbery's, which
was an executive order adopting his opinion and theory.

Seward, who seemed shocked when I said Congress
would in my opinion assemble on the 3d of July, appeared
relieved after Stanton's preamble was read. It was Ran-
dall's, he declared. It was able, just the thing. This matter
would go over, and all come right, he had no doubt of it.

June 21, Friday. The President left this morning for
Boston. Seward accompanied him, and Randall, who
left last evening, is to join him in New York. The papers
this morning contain a statement of proceedings, or rather
votes, in the Cabinet on the several points embraced in
the summary of the Attorney-General. I did not under-
stand that publicity was to be given to our doings in de-
tail, though I care nothing about it, personally. A record
of Cabinet doings is, itself, a novelty. I cannot say that
I am pleased with the innovation. I should have pre-
ferred that the President call upon the members to give
each his opinion in writing, and then that he should decide
for himself. In that way the position and reasons of each
member would be stated by himself. < This published
record states correctly my votes, and the votes of others